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Taking GCSE as an example
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The New Specification for Writing (Edu Dept, UK, Apr 14)

communicate effectively in writing for a variety of purposes across a range of
specified contexts

write short texts, using simple sentences and familiar language accurately to convey
meaning and exchange information

produce clear and coherent text of extended length to present facts and express
ideas and opinions appropriately for different purposes and in different settings

make accurate use of a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures,
including some more complex forms, to describe and narrate with reference to
past, present and future events

manipulate the language, using and adapting a variety of structures and
vocabulary with increasing accuracy and fluency for new purposes, including using
appropriate style and register

make independent, creative and more complex use of the language, as appropriate,
to note down key points, express and justify individual thoughts and points of
view, in order to interest, inform or convince

translate sentences and short texts from English into the assessed language to

convey key messages accurately and to apply grammatical knowledge of language
and structures in context



GCSE Chinese Specification
(Pearson Edexcel 2014-15)

»AQO1 — Listening 20%
»AO2 — Speaking 30% *Controlled assessment
»AQO3 — Reading 20%

»AO4 — Writing 30% *Controlled assessment
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The Syllabus (GCSE)

Common topic areas Themes
(for reading/listening):  (for writing/speaking):
Out & About Media & Culture
Customer service & Sports & Leisure
Iransactions Travel & Tourism
Personal information Business. Work &
Future plans, Education & Employnilent
Work

Centre devised topics
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Planning the Scheme of Work:
Thematic Approach

Match each Unit
with the Theme
in the
Scheme of Work



LESSON PLANNING

Plan and write Vocabulary
Structures
Sentence patterns
Activities

In the Lesson Plan
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Collaborative Learning

Prepare a folder / notebook

Collect useful information
e In class : vocab, sentences
e QOutside class: pictures, magazine, newspaper

* From internet: weblinks, researches

Resources for Controlled Assessments
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Develop writing skills

Build up vocab bank (core vocab)
Expression in context (Themes)
Expand sentences & 1deas (language & knowledge)
o TMERIT
o TFT—HKANERIMNIRIT -
o FPEHIRFM—FKAE T RIMRTT -
o FPEMRIM—F AL/ NmE T EOCHHIERY R INRTT
Adding opinions: FKEE Fyee-- B SRREEE
Coherence F{H-+---- T oo DRy L)oo L R

10
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Writing Controlled Assessment

Choose a Topic from the Themes

Decide on the Writing Task

Sort out the Stimulus

Up to 2 weeks prep time & 6 hrs guidance from the teacher
Make notes on the Notes Form (CA4)

Assignlhr supervised session for writing the Essay

Fill in details & sign on the Mark sheet

Send to the Examiner for marking

11
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Marking Controlled assessment

Check the task & stimulus sheet & CA4 for relevance
Read the essay and decide on the mark band

Read again to award the marks

Marks awarded separately for

Content & Communication C=15

Knowledge & Language L=10
Accuracy A=5 T=30

12



Writing Sample B

Theme Media and Culture

Topic Introducing myself

Task You recently know a Chinese—speaking e-pal.
Write an email to introduce yourself.

Stimulus You could mention:

Your name and your age
Your nationality

Where you were born
Your family members

What your favourite hobby 1s and why you like 1t

13



Word count= 76 characters //
/'/—\,, B

Topic: Introducing myself

BAUEESKE > 7Nk - e EEELAE - Fog—+FH
S NFI—FIEEREN o TR W E A —{E Rk &ﬁ%
e TEANEEEIERE N - BIREESE - AR
G HUIFRHI A DR SRR AT -

Word count= 76 characters

14



Comments

Word count below minimum
Content — msufficient information
Language — basic, no description
Suggestions — expand 1deas

e.g. BB SHEA % > H/NEPUELR-----
PRI - w@ B o g
BT RNk

15
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Sample marking
Task

Work 1n pairs

Award marks to the content, language & accuracy
according to the Assessment Criteria

Ref: Writing Sample
Writing Assessment Criteria

16



s el

Summary Notes
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The Task & stimulus sheet

Check the rubrics — “CAN”, “MAY”,
“SHOULD”, “MUST”

Include bullet points to elicit opinions & 1deas
Varied stimuli for different students
Preferably not in Q & A form

Check that the student understands the task &

write accordingly

18
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The word count

® 100 — 150 characters (excluding punctuations)

for each essay.

® Below 100 characters, content marks will be
affected

® No penalty nor credit for excessive writing

19
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The essay

e Check the relevance with the Title and Task &
Stimulus sheet

e Check i1f the important bullet points 1n stimulus

are included

® Do not copy from CA4, or MODEL essay

® Proofread and correct mistakes:

- Do not miss any dots / strokes or miss-place them
Do not split 1 character into 2 halves and place in
different squares

20
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The specifications
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